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\!\1\ _ l\// Classifications and Terminologies (ICD, ICF, ICHI)
1/ World Health Organization

9th Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare ICF Symposium
Tokyo, Japan, 20 February 2021

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is a pleasure for us to address you on behalf of the World Health Organization in this 9t Ministry
of Health, Labour and Welfare ICF Symposium. This is the ninth consecutive time this Symposium is
held, and we would like to congratulate the Japanese Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare for
their commitment to organize this Symposium in this challenging times and circumstances the
COVID-19 pandemic has brought to us.

The theme of this year’s Symposium is “Outlook for the New Stage in Utilizing and Applying ICD-11
and ICF: Aiming for a common language in various settings”. The theme is highlighting one of the
key attributes of the ICD-11 and ICF: providing a common language for reporting disease and
functioning data across the continuum of care.

Ladies and Gentlemen, in our welcome address for last year’s ICF Symposium we “strongly encourage
you to start using the functioning section (V-Chapter) of ICD-11 for collecting functioning status data.”

One year has passed since then and looking at the program of this year’s ICF symposium we gratefully
acknowledge that you took our encouragement at heart and started acting upon it by developing and
field testing protocols aimed at implementing the ICD-11 functioning section.

The functioning section in ICD-11 provides clinician friendly tools for standardized assessment and
documentation of functioning.

e The main tool for assessing functioning is the WHO Disability Assessment Schedule
(WHODAS 2.0). For clinician the WHODAS 2.0 provides a unigue value proposition for a
number of reasons: First, WHODAS 2.0 is an ICF derived clinical scale with well-established
psychometric properties of validity, reliability and sensitivity to change over time. Secondly,
WHODAS 2.0 is a cardinal measure which is applicable across all health conditions and
allows to generate an overall and domain specific functioning scores. Finally, WHODAS 2.0
comes with established population norms. The combination of this features sets WHODAS
2.0 apart from other clinical instruments for assessment of functioning because it allows
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clinicians to quantify the effectiveness of their intervention within their clinical population
and with reference to the general population.

e The main tool for documenting functioning is a list of generic functioning domains derived
from the ICF. For routine collection of functioning data in electronic or paper-based medical
record systems the list provides a code set which represents the most common functioning
problems. The list allows clinicians to generate a coded functioning profile of an individual
which can be used for multiple purposes like goal setting, monitoring change and
communicating across the continuum of care. As the list is directly linked to the ICF it also
provides a standardized way to report data obtained from WHODAS 2.0 and other clinical
assessment instruments.

As you start implementing the field test protocols over the forthcoming month we sincerely hope
that your work will leverage the above mentioned value proposition and features of the ICD-11
functioning section and contribute to develop operational user guidance and provide hands-on
examples of how to implement it in clinical settings in Japan.

Ladies and Gentlemen, earlier this year we completed the migration of the ICF and ICHI into the
same electronic tooling environment which we are using for ICD-11. Having all three WHO
reference classifications (i.e. ICD-11, ICF and ICHI) in the same foundation is marking an important
milestone in making WHO FIC digital health ready and future proofed. Over the next few month we
will provide ICF users worldwide the same suite of “state of the art” tools as we already have for
ICD-11. For example, we will have a ICF proposal and translation platform. As we proceed with
development of an ICF terminology and electronic index we will also be able to develop an ICF
coding tool and render ICF APIs in multiple languages (including Japanese) for easy integration of
ICF in third party software applications. As ICF users in Japan we invite you to contribute and make
use of the opportunities the new ICF tooling environment will provide to you.

We would like to end this welcome address by thanking you for your ongoing interest and
commitment and the Japanese Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare for their leadership in
advancing the ICF work in Japan. On behalf of WHO, we would like to express - as always - our
willingness to explore jointly with the Japanese WHO FIC Collaborating Centre and yourselves how
to make ICF work progress further.

Thank you very much for your attention and we wish you a successful meeting and send you our
best wishes for staying safe and healthy.
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adequately addresses all aspects of functioning across the
lifespan, the relevant stakeholders have agreed to merge the
two classifications back into one while completing other
updates and revisions.
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Suckling milk from the breast.
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cards or children's play.

Inclusions: engaging in solitary play, onlooker play, parallel
play and shared cooperative play
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